Opening Statement by Vice Chairman Burkes:



I welcome everyone to this open voting conference and I applaud the Chairman for holding it.  As Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis once said “sunshine is the best disinfectant” and I agree.   Since I have been at the Board, I have voted on nearly seven hundred cases.  The vast majority of these votes have been made by notation.  It is a very efficient voting process, but it lacks dialogue and the open exchange of views.   The confidence we place in our government is fundamental to a working democracy.  I believe that confidence is increased when government decision-making is conducted in the open.  I look forward to this and future voting conferences of the Board.

