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Good morning and thank you all for coming.  

Today we are holding the second voting conference of 2003.  As all of you know, our armed forces are currently in combat in Iraq and of course the thoughts and prayers of the entire Board are with the men and women of our armed forces.  We hope and pray for their quick return.  I thought long and hard whether we should hold this meeting today, and decided that our responsibility is to carry on and do our jobs as best we can in these difficult times.  So we are holding this meeting today.

As many of you may also know, we have had some changes here at the Board.  Yesterday, Vice Chairman Burkes left the Board.  He has been an able Commissioner who has added a valuable viewpoint to the matters that have come before the Surface Transportation Board.  He has served the public well during his tenure here and his presence will be missed.  On behalf of the entire Board, I wish him well in his future endeavors.

At the same time Commissioner Morgan has agreed to stay on the Board into May.

We have a full agenda of important cases for today’s meeting, including decisions on two rate reasonableness cases.  I want to thank the staff in advance for their hard work in completing the cases in a timely and getting them ready for today’s meeting.  As I think all of you who are familiar with maximum rate cases appreciate the amount of work it takes to prepare decisions in these areas.
