11 Park Place Circle

Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047

Phyllis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423-0001

Ref:  STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am writing to urge you and the Surface Transportation Board to reject the Canadian National acquisition of the EJ&E line in the Chicago suburban area.  If the sale is approved, as many as 25 trains could pass through this area every day.  There are many problems that this sale would cause for our area and very few benefits.

One thing I would ask of the STB to really consider in this transaction is the impact to the communities that will have to endure the traffic tie-ups, the noise, the diesel fumes and the derailments.  I know there is a bill in the House that would require the STB to consider this impact for any rail merger or take-over.  So, I would ask the STB to be proactive and consider that impact very carefully, and not brush it off as “it’s not important where interstate commerce is concerned.”  It is important to someone if there is a bill in the House and up for a vote.  

If you see that there are impacts that have not been addressed by the CN, please address them and make CN mitigate them as a requirement to purchase the EJ&E Railroad.

In your draft EIS, you identified the environmental issues, but you did not indicate what can be done about them.  I believe you need to do this. 

Please consider this matter carefully when making your decision.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Richard L. Sweet

