Concerning: Canadian National Railway Co, et al. – Control – EJ&E West Company, 

STB Finance Docket No 35087 and the

Draft Environmental Impact Study
I write in support of Canadian National Railway Co. (“CN”) acquisition of EJ & E West Company (“EJ&E”), as someone with a life long interest in railroads.

 The importance of rail traffic in the Chicago region on the nation is clear.  Not only does rail impact manufacturing it also impacts distribution.  Rail is a lower cost method of transporting many inputs needed to produce various products, be they intermediate or final products.  Similarly, rail lower transportation costs for these products reduces the cost of the final product, thereby making it more competitive.  Absent this competitive advantage jobs could be lost nationwide.

A similar argument applies to jobs in the Chicago region.  As manufacturing and distribution costs are reduced outside the region, there will be a loss of jobs to those  regions from the Chicago area.

I have read reports that some railroads are avoiding Chicago because of the long delays in getting freight trains through the city.  This has the potential for a further adverse impact on the Chicago region as intermodal facilities are located elsewhere, with the concomitant adverse economic impact, including a loss of jobs.

As anyone who has driven on the Interstate highways in the Chicago region knows, the amount of semi-truck traffic is extremely large.  An efficient rail system will help to reduce this traffic, thus leading to a reduction in pollution and a reduction in fuel consumption.

The CN acquisition of EJ & E has the potential to provide these benefits to the nation and the Chicago region.  Provision will need to be made to meet demands of the communities that would now be effected, true.  But the common good clearly lies with the approval the acquisition.
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