To:
Phillis Johnson-Ball 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 
Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

From: 
Dicie Hansen

Date: 
30 September 2008

Re: 
Comments on DEIS

In reviewing the DEIS for the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E by Canadian National, I was astounded to read the following in the Executive Summary on page 40:

“It would be inappropriate to hold the Applicants responsible for the presence of the many existing at-grade rail crossings in the communities along the EJ&E rail line and the rarity (and in some communities, the absence) of grade-separated  crossings. Moreover, railroads historically have not paid for more than a small share (5 to 10 percent) of grade separations because grade separations primarily benefit the community and not the railroad. SEA considers many of these traffic problems as “pre-existing” conditions, and beyond the Board’s authority to mitigate here.”

The Applicant will reap significant benefits from the acquisition while the communities with at-grade crossings will bear the cost of coping with the consequences of the acquisition. The Applicant gets a free ride with the full acquiescence of the STB who demurs saying mitigation is beyond its authority. Astounding.
I also note that the crossing at Route 14 in Barrington was not included in Table- ES 1.  Why?  The traffic volume at that at-grade crossing is significant during the morning and evening rush hours.

I recommend that the STB requiring Grade-Separate the At-Grade Crossing  for the following intersections:

Route 14, Barrington

Hough/59, Barrington

Lake-Cook Rd, Barrington

Any other mitigation condition is insufficient to keep traffic delays manageable.
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