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BALL JANIK Lip

A T T O R N E Y S

1455 F STREET, NW, SUITE 225
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

www . balljanik.com
TELEPHONE 202-638-3307

FAacsMILE 202-783-6947 .
KARL MORELL * kmorell@bjllp.com

January 31, 2008

BY HAND DELIVERY

Victoria Rutson

Chief

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20423

Re: STB Docket No. AB-570 (Sub-No. 2X), Palouse River & Coulee City
Railroad, Inc. — Abandonment Exemption — In Latah County, Idaho

Dear Ms. Rutson:

By decision served August 17, 2007, the Board exempted from the prior approval
requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903, the abandonment by Palouse River & Coulee City Railroad,
Inc. (“PRCC”) of its 0.20-mile rail line in Moscow, ID.

The exemption was subject to the conditions that PRCC: (1) consult with DEQ to
ensure that DEQ’s concerns regarding PRCC’s existing right-of-way and salvage activities are
addressed and submit the results of these consultations in writing to SEA prior to the onset of
salvage operations; (2) notify NGS at least 90 days prior to beginning salvage activities in order
to plan for the possible relocation of the geodetic station markers by NGS; and (3) retain its
interest in and take steps to alter the historic integrity of the right-of-way (with the exception of
the bridge owned by Gritman Medical Center) until the section 106 process of the NHPA has
been completed.

On October 10, 2007, NGS was notified that the salvage operations will not
disturb the two geodetic survey marks along the rail line. See Exhibit 1.

By letter dated November 16, 2007, Susan Pengilly, Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer, notified the undersigned that the Section 106 process of the NHPA has
been completed. See Exhibit 2.
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By letter dated January 28, 2008, Kirby Cole, Regional Director of the Idaho
Department of Environmental Quality, notified the undersigned that the information provided by
PRCC satisfied DEQ’s concerns. See Exhibit 3.

PRCC respectfully requests the Board to remove the three conditions set forth in
the August 17" decision so that the line can be salvaged and sold.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me.

Sincerely,

ot e/

Karl Morell

Enclosures



EXHIBIT 1

Morell, Karl

From: Morell, Karl

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2007 3:14 PM
To: 'Simon Monroe'

Cc: Surface Transportation Board

Subject: AB-570 (Sub-No. 2X)

This is to notify you that the 2 geodetic survey marks you identified in your e-mail to me dated
March 29, 2007, will not be disturbed by the salvaging or abandonment of the rail line.

Karl

Karl Morell

Of Counsel

Ball Janik LLP

1455 F Street, NW
Suite 225

Washington, DC 20005

kmorell@dc.bjllp.com
Tel: 202-638-3307
Fax: 202-783-6947

Please be advised that, to the extent this communication contains any advice or opinions concerning
federal tax matters, it is not intended to be, and may not be, used or relied upon by any taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties under federal tax law.

This email message may contain information that is privileged and/or confidential. The information
contained in this email message is intended only for use of the person to whom it is addressed. If the
reader of this message is not (1) the intended recipient or (2) the employee or agent responsible to
deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify us by telephone, and destroy the original message. Thank you.

10/10/2007
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“The History and Preservation People”

Our mission: to educate
through the identification,
preservation, and interpretation
of Idaho’s cultural heritage.

www.idahohistory.net

C.L. “Butch” Otter
Governor of Idaho

Janet L. Gallimore
Executive Director

Administration

2205 Old Penilentiacy Road
Boise, Idaho 83712-8250
Office: (208} 334-2682

Fax: (208) 334-2774

Archaeological Survey of 1daho
210 Main Street

Boise. [daho 83702-7264

Olfice: (208) 334-3847

Fax: (208) 334-2775

Historical Museum and
Education Programs

610 North Julia Davis Drive
Boise, 1daho 83702-7695
Office: (208) 334-2120
Fax: (208) 334-4059

Historic Preservation Office
210 Main Street

Boise. Idaho 83702-7264
Oftice: (208) 334-3861

Fax: (208) 334-2775

Historic Sites Office

2445 O1d Penitentiary Road
Boise, {daho 83712-8254
Office: (208) 334-2844
Fax: (208) 334-3225

Public Arehives and
Rescarch Library

2205 Old Penitentiary Road
Boise. [daho 83712-8250

Public Archives
Office: (208) 334-2620
Fax: (208) 334-2626

Rescarch Library
Office: (208) 334-3356
Fax: (208) 334-3198

QOral History
Oftfice: {208) 334-3863
Fax: (08) 334-3198

EXHIBIT 2

November 16, 2007

Mr. Karl Morell

Ball Janik LLP Attorneys
1455 F. Street NW Ste. 225
Washington DC 20005

Palouse River and Coulee City Railro¥e
Exemption, Latah County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Morell:

Last December, we commented on the proposed abandonment
of a 0.74-mile long segment of the Palouse River and Coulee City
Railroad that runs through downtown Moscow, Idaho. At that time,
we stated that the railroad as a whole is eligible for its association with
the area’s economic development. We also stated that we would need
additional information if the one bridge on this segment was scheduled
for demolition.

Mr. Randy Fife, Attorney for the City of Moscow, has
provided us with information necessary to evaluate the bridge. We
believe that the bridge is not historically significant. We also believe
that abandonment of this short segment will have no effect on the
eligibility of the overall historic rail line.

It is our opinion, then, that the Surface Transportation Board
has concluded its responsibilities under Section 106 of the National

Historic Preservation Act.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at 208-334-3847, ext. 107.

Sincerely,

Swe sl

Susan Pengilly
Deputy SHPO

cc: Randy Fife, City of Moscow

The Idaho State Historical Society is an Equal Opportunity Employer.



EXHIBIT 3

STATE OF IDAHO

8 DEPARTMENT OF
" ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

1118 F Street » Lewiston, {daho 83501 ¢ (208) 799-4370 C.L. "Butch” Otter, Governor

\( . .
Toni Hardesty, Director

2\

January 28, 2008 0,
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;, B
Karl Morell R yd’
Ball Janik LLP ", jf'
1455 F Street NW, Suite 225 > &S
Washington, DC 20005 T YRS

RE: STB Docket No. AB-570 (Sub-No. 2X), Palouse River & Coulee City Railroad, Inc. Abandonment
Exemption in Latah County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Morell:

We have received your letter of January 25, 2008 requesting our review of your strategies to satisfactorily
address the concerns voiced by the Department in our correspondence April 18, 2007 and December 19,
2006 regarding the STB Docket No. AB-570 (Sub-No. 2X), Palouse River & Coulee City Railroad, Inc.
Abandonment Exemption in Latah County, Idaho and Revised Environmental Report.

As stated in your letter of January, 25, 2008; a) the project will proceed with appropriate erosion controls
and monitoring; b) if any hazardous materials are discovered, a remediation plan and DEQ notification will
be put into place prior to engaging in additional activities; and c) since land will not be disturbed, a Section
402 Storm Water National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit is not required.

At this time, the information you have provided and referenced as items a) through c) above, appear to
satisfy the Department’s comments submitted in our correspondence of April 18, 2007 and December 19,
2006 relative to the Revised Environmental Report associated with STB Docket No. AB-570 (Sub-No.
2X), Palouse River & Coulee City Railroad, Inc. Abandonment Exemption in Latah County, Idaho.

If you would like to discuss these comments or have any further questions as this project develops, please
contact the Lewiston Regional Office at (208) 799-4370.

Singerely,
Kerbﬁéole

Regional Administrator

CC:  Toni Hardesty, Director, Department of Environmental Quality
Doug Conde, Idaho Attorney General Office
Don Howell IPUC/Boise



