Kenneth Blodgett/STB To Danielle Gosselin/STB@STB
04/07/2008 12:12 PM cc Roslyn Anderson/STB@STB
bce
Subject Aged correspondence

This has been on aged correspondence list for a while - If you give Ros another copy for scanning maybe
we can get it off the list. Thanks.
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Houston-Galveston Area Council

December 6, 2007

Ms. Sandy Wesch-Schulze
Carter & Burgess, Inc.
7950 Elmbrook Drive
Dallas, Texas 75247

RE: Finance Docket No. 35061
Liberty County Rural Rail Transportation District No. 1

Dear Ms. Wesch-Schulze:

This is in response to the November 8, 2007 request from the Surface Transportation
Board for information on potential environmental resources impacted and permits or approval
required in connection with the referenced project.

We have looked at the areas of concemn in Liberty County and offer the following as
issues that may need addressing during the environmental process.

e All the proposed alignments appear to traverse wetlands, as shown in the attached
National Wetlands Inventory map. Wetlands loss is a major concern in the Galveston Bay
Plan due to the magnitude of wetland loss suffered in the Galveston Bay Estuary, of
which Liberty County is a part.

e Another environmental resource that may need to be addressed is hardwood bottomlands,
riparian areas and floodplains as expressed in the recently completed ‘Envision Houston
Region’ visioning effort.

e Additionally, the area is in an air quality non-attainment region. The project should have
positive air quality benefits by reducing rail and automobile congestion in the
Dayton/Liberty area.

If you have any questions, please contact me.
Sincerely, W

Steve Howard
Chief Operating Officer

Mailing /‘.ddrEnClOSllre Physical Address
FO Box 22777 3555 Timmong Lane, Suita 120
Houston, Tuxas 77227-2777 Houston, Texas 77027-64G6

Phane 713-627-3200 Rorychit Phone 713-627-3200



Proposed Rail Line
Liberty County
District 1
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