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Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street NW

Washington D.C. 20423

January 5, 2007

Re: YILA Naches Branch Railroad Cultural Resources Report
AHS Letter Report 2006-08

Dear Ms. Wood:

At the request of Mark Brzoska, P.E., at Yakima County Public Services, I am sending you a copy
of the cultural resources report concerning the Naches Rail Corridor Railbanking Project:
Abandonment Phase. This project is sometimes referred to as the Yakima Interurban Lines
Association (YILA) Naches Branch Rail Line. Attached to the report are six Washington State
Historic Property Inventory Forms documenting historic features recorded along the surveyed
portion of rail line. If you need to contact Mr. Brzoska concerning this matter his address is:

Mark Brzoska, P.E.

Yakima County Public Services
128 N. Second Street

Fourth Floor Courthouse
Yakima, WA 98901

Phone: 509-574-2312

I'hope this facilitates the progress of this endeavor. If you need to contact me, please call 509-359-
2284, or e-mail me at semerson(@mail.ewu.edu.

Pfogram Director

Enc:

1980-2005: CELEBRATING 25 YEARS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SERVICES
Cheney: 201 Isle Hall, Cheney, WA 99004-2420 « (509) 359-2239 « FAX (509) 359-6051
Olympia: 120 Union Ave. SE, Suite 103, Olympia, WA 98501-1332 « (360) 586-1040 « FAX (360) 586-1041
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April 18, 2006

Mark Brzoska, P .E.

Yakima County Public Services
128 N. Second Street

Fourth Floor Courthouse
Yakima, WA 98901

Re: Naches Rail Corridor Railbanking Project: Abandonment Phase
AHS Letter Report 2006-08

Dear Mr, Brzoska:

Archaeological and Historical Services (AHS) contracted with Yakima County Public Services
to: 1) Conduct a site files search at the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
(DAHP), in Olympia, to determine if any railroad or bridge features of the Yakima Interurban
Lines Association(YILA) Naches Branch Rail Line have previously been recorded; 2) Conduct
field evaluations and photography of bridge features of the YILA Naches Branch, including the
Naches River Bridge No. 4.1, and four smaller bridges; 3) Complete Washington State Historic
Property Inventory Forms for bridge features, including recommendations on NRHP eligibility;
and 4) Provide a professional letter report of findings and recommendations for future
management, with inventories attached.

In recent proceedings, YILA is seeking abandonment of their ownership and responsibilities
concerning the Naches Branch Rail Line. This segment of rail extends from milepost (MP) 2.97
near Yakima to MP 14.26 near Naches, a distance of 11.29 mi (Figure 1). The YILA expects to
transfer the line intact (without salvaging it) to Yakima County. The proposed abandonment is
being reviewed by DAHP. In order to complete their review, DAHP requested that historic
features be recorded for inclusion in the Washington State Historic Property Inventory database.
(The Naches Depot is being restored and recorded by the City of Naches and is not included in
this report.) DAHP also requested determinations of eligibility and a statement of effect.

Following completion of the abandonment process, Yakima County is proposing to restore rail
service to the YILA corridor. In addition a pedestrian path may be constructed within the rail
right-of-way. This would require modification of some existing structures, including bridges, to
add a pedestrian walkway. This future work is not the subject of this report, and may require
further investigation or survey.
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The Naches Branch Rail Line was constructed in 1905-1906 by the North Yakima and Valley
Railway Company, a corporation established on July 24, 1905. The Naches Depot was built in
1906 and appears in a 1907 photograph (Crawford 1968:n.p.). The company also built several
smaller lines in the Yakima vicinity during the following eight years. It was controlled by the
Northwestern Improvement Company until June 24, 1914, when the line was sold to the
Northern Pacific Railroad (Cheever 1949:107). The line continued to operate for many years,
and was significant as the main transportation outlet for lumber and agricultural products from
the Naches River Valley, connecting with major intercontinental railroad lines at Yakima.

The overall condition of the Naches Branch Rail Line at the time of survey (February 2006) was
poor. Most of the railroad bed itself is intact, as are the tracks. Portions of track, however, have
been removed from the southeastern end of the line (Figure 2). A few individual track sections
bear dates as early as 1896 and 1909, but most appear to be of more recent origin. The latest
track date noted was 1983. Much of the line is in need of repair, with deteriorating ties and
crooked portions of track visible. The majority of the line is overgrown with weeds (Figure 3).

During the survey, six historic-period bridges were noted and recorded on Washington State
Historic Property Inventory Forms, copies of which are attached to this letter report as Appendix
A. Five of these bridges (Bridge Nos. 3, 4, 10, 10.1, and 13) are simple timber stringer structures
without engineering significance and are not eligible for inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). The sixth bridge is No. 4.1, which crosses the Naches River. This
bridge consists of four separate spans. The main spans are identical through trusses measuring
162 ft long. Each one is an iron pin-connected Pratt truss structure with straight top and bottom
cords. Each contains eight panels, including the triangular panels at each end. The central
panels are reinforced by tension members, those in the central two panels forming an X. The
deck is supported by steel riveted plate floor beams and stringers. A central poured concrete pier
supports each end of the bridge where they meet. A similar concrete pier supports the east end
of the easternmost truss, while the west end of the westernmost truss is supported by a poured
concrete abutment. Both truss decks are bordered by timber curb pieces. At the eastern end of
the bridge there are two short spans. The first is a steel I-beam stringer structure, about 29 feet
long, supported at the east end by a timber bent supported by timber pilings. This pier supports
the west end of the final span, a timber stringer structure measuring about 12 ft long supported at
the east end of the bridge by a poured concrete pier (Jeffers 1999).

The two primary western spans of this bridge are excellent and early examples of a pin-
connected Pratt through truss. Clues to its origin are on the bridge. The upright members bear
the words "Trenton NJ," probably indicating their place of manufacture. A curvilinear metal
plaque attached to the diagonal truss member at the east end of the easternmost truss bears these
words: "Designed and Erected by Raymond and Campbell, Council Bluffs lowa - 1884." A
further clue to the history of these trusses is provided by an original engineering drawing, which
gives this information: "These two spans were built across the Rum River, Bridge No. 27, St.
Paul Div. in 1884, removed in 1905, repaired by the St. Paul Foundry Co. as shown on general
and detailed plans, and re-erected at the crossing of the Natchez River, Wash. on the North
Yakima and Valley Railway in 1906" (Jeffers 1999). A similar plaque has disappeared from the
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west end of the westernmost truss, marked by the "shadow" of its former location. The Naches
River Bridge No. 4.1 is dented and scraped in places, but overall it retains remarkable integrity
of its appearance as erected in 1906. As an intact early example of a Pratt truss bridge, and as
the most significant and best documented component of the former North Yakima and Valley
Railway, it is eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criterion C, for its architectural and
engineering significance.

The Naches Branch Rail Line, like other railroad lines either operating currently, or operated
until recently, has seen ongoing maintenance for years, and is not in itself eligible for listing on
the NRHP. The only component that is eligible for NRHP listing is the Naches River Bridge,
described above. The proposed abandonment of the line, transferring ownership from YILA to
Yakima County, will have no effect on the railroad or any of its components, because the
abandonment will not entail any physical changes. Likewise the abandonment will have no
adverse effect on the eligible Naches River Bridge. Proposed future improvements to the Naches
Branch Rail Line in order to resume service, as well as construction of a proposed pedestrian
path, will have no effect on the rail line either. However, any proposed improvements to the
Naches River Bridge will have to be reviewed, in light of its NRHP eligibility, to determine if
project activities will constitute an adverse effect.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this report or the inventory form, please call me
at 509-359-2239 or e-mail me at semerson@mail.ewu.edu. Thank you.

Cordially,

Stephen Emerson
Program Director
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Figure 1. Map of the Naches Branch Rail Line (adapted from Yakima County map).
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Figure 3. Weed growth on Naches Branch Rail Line.
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Figure 4.

Naches River Bridge No. 41, view to the northwest.

Figure 5. Naches River Bridge No. 41, eastern approach.
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