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Subject: STB Docket No. AB-515 (Sub-No. 2)
Dear Ms. Dean:
The Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) is in receipt of the Environmental
Assessment (STB Docket No. AB-515 (Sub-No. 2) for Central Oregon and

Pacmc Rallroad Inc. Abandonment and Drscontrnuatlon of Servrce in Coos
Douglas and Lane Countres OR dated Au" : L e

DSL manages the state S ownershrp of the beds and banks of t|daI and other
navrgable waters in Oregon. The subject fail line” |nc|udes at least 30 crossings
on DSL property including, but not limited to, the Coquille River, Isthmus Slough,
Davis Slough, Shinglehouse Slough, Coalbank Slough, lower Coos Bay, North
Tenmile Lake, Scholfield Creek, the Umpqua River, Tahkenitch Lake, Siltcoos
Lake and the Siuslaw River. The Environmental Assessment (page 6) indicates
that CORP does not plan to remove any bridges as part of the proposed project. -
The Assessment goes on to state (page 10) that it would not be appropriate or -
consistent with Board precedent for SEA to recommend a condition regardrng rarl
removal or responsibility for maintenance. .

DSL is very concerned about the abandonment of 'structures on state property
with no designated responsible party and the liability imposed upon the State by
such a situation. Such abandonment may be cons|dered a trespass pursuant to
“Oregon Revised Statute 273. 185 and 274 992. -

DSL would aIso Irke to rerterate its concern that abandoned culverts and bridges,
left unmalntalned will eventually fill with debris or- collapse thereby blocklng fish
passage. Many of the streams crossed by the CORP line are designated by the
state of.Oregon as Essentral Salmonid Habitat, thereby receiving the highest
level of. state protectlon Farlure of these structures could block important fish
mrgratrons lncIudrng federaI Endangered Specres Act (ESA) I|sted f|sh specres
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This likely adverse effect to ESA- Ilsted speC|es does not appear to be addressed
in the Environmental Assessment..

For these reasons, DSL strongly encourages the SEA to require the removal of
rail appurtenances from all DSL properties and fish-bearing waterways if the
abandonment is approved. The SEA’s recommendation that CORP contact DSL
to discuss our concerns.is simply msuffument to ensure protection of the State’s
interest in this matter.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment.
Please contact Kirk Jarvie at DSL, 503-986-5320, if you have questions or
comments on this transmittal.

Sincerely,

Louise Soliiday -

Director

cc:  Chris Warner, Oregon Dept. of Transportation -



