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We are writing in support of the current environmental process being conducted by the Surface
Transportation Board in behalf of the Central Utah Rail Project. We are aware of this project and the
benefits to the economic competitiveness in Utah’s mining industry, by reducing transportation costs
associated with trucking a bulk commodity. This project would reduce the longest truck haul of coal in

the United States.

We are encouraged by the efforts of the Six County Association of Government in looking at the
economic viability of the local coal industry, and the transportation and safety needs of the Juab,
Sanpete, and Sevier Counties. We also recognize the heavy burden on the state of Utah for road
maintenance and construction as the Utah Department of Transportation is responsible for repairs

created by heavy trucks on its two-lane highways. Completion of the Central Utal

h Rail Project will

keep the remaining truck haul on interstate highways designed to accommodate heavier payloads.

The economic vitality of rural Utah is important and we believe this project will protect existing
Jobs and encourage new industrial development for an economically depressed region.
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Robert F. _Bennett
United States Senator
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Sincerely,

Chris Cannon
Member of Congress





