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“Re: Scopmg Comrnents on STB Fmance Docket No 30186 (Sub No 3) Tongue River
m . _

The Montana Env1ronmental Informatlon Center apprecrates the opportumty to offer
" these comments on the scope of the environmental document for Tongue River III. We
'~ believe the Board made thie proper decision in seeking new comments on'the fmal scope
* of the SEIS for the Tongue River Railroad’s (TRR) Western Ahgnment There are new
issues that need to be addressed in the document ‘ '

'_Wlldhfe |

- .Whlle the 1999 Final Scope document indicates that w11d11fe nnpacts ‘will be addressed
‘the SEA should avail itself of the opportunity to complete wildlife inventories not done
for Tongue River I If memory serves, there were approximately 20 miles of Tongue -
River IT that were not surveyed for wildlife, wildlife data from the Ashland and Decker -

- areas was simply extrapolated to cover the entire route. The Westem Ahgnment w1ll
CIoss some of the area not surveyed previously. : :

Since the perm1tt1ng of Tongue Rrver 1I, elk have returned in greater numbers to the
-upper Tongue River country SEA needs to examme the 1mpacts of the entire stretch of
the TRR on elk populatlons

Coal Bed Methane -

' Full-scale coal bed methane development is about to come to southeastern Montana The
upper Tongue River country, especially the area of the proposed. Western Ahgnment and
the area of Tongue River II, will be a the heart of this development. Methane
development will significantly alter the character of the physical environment and the

“entire TRR project ouglit to be examined in this light. Land use will change dramatically

- in the area, the construction of roads, pipeline, compressor stations, wells, etc.’

Construction of a rarlroad will exacerbate these changes. Also, air quality will become of
‘greater concern; emissions from compressor stations combined with the air quahty
) problems associated w1th constructron and operation of a rarlroad need to be exammed -
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Dakota anesota and Eastern L

o The lmpacts of the DM&E on the entlre TRR pro_]ect need to be addressed The scopmg sl

- notice mdlcates that the TRR Company is going to address-the DM&E issue.. .The STB -

- ‘ought to commission independent analysis as well. Itis. unlikely, especially in hght of 1tS" L

‘track record, that TRR Company will | present any mformatlon that does not cast 1ts

e 'prOJect in the most overly-optnmstlc hght
i '-ADue Drhgence

R It has been 20 years since Tongue R1ver I was proposed and 17 years since. 1t was

- authorrzed It has been 12 years since Tongue River I was proposed and 7 years. Smce 1t.- |

L was authonzed 0 ove forward.. It’s ‘already been 5 years since the Tongue River HI

o apphcatlon was frled During this-entire time,’ the TRR. Company has made grandlose e

- predictions and pro_]ectrons about its project and coal development in the region.. Nothmg' FEDRREE

- has: happened -The. TRR Company hasn’ t secured its necessary secondary permits; ithas - -

. - ‘made little. progress in securing right of way and its financing remains- questronable The PR

“:'Board correctly attached a condrtron to the Tongue Rrver II authonzatron requrnng '
- -~_f¢construct10n in three years i . - . «

- - ,‘ Unfortunately the Board d1d not follow through with ﬂ'llS requlrement I the Board R
. ultimately decides to. grant authorization for the Western Alignment, it needs to mclude a SRS

“due dﬂlgenCe component ‘The: environmental analySrs for Tongue River IIL needsto

o address when and rf constructlon wr]l actually occur and adjust 1ts analys1s accordmgly v

FRSR Economlcs

o The economrcs of the TRR have never made sense Thrs is' borne out by the fact the v

S . project has never been constructed. The economiics make no more setise today. then they :
o 'drd in 1983 when Tongue R1Ver I was proposed Th1s 1ssue has to be addressed

o ‘The scopmg notlce mdrcates that TRR Company is gomg to drscuss the transfer of the
~ Otter Creek Coal fracts to Montana in’ its discussion-of the transportatlon merits of the -

o ,TRR Company also mdlcates it w111 supplement the record wrth tonnage and ﬁnancral

. project. The Otter Creek Coal tracts are. completely 1rre1evant to Tongue River IIL Ra11 ,' N

Ly transportatlon to these tracts is already authorlzed in Tongue River I The' change: of * R

e ‘;ownershrp of the coal i is. 1mmater1al Tongue R1ver III does not come wrthm 20 mﬂes of el
L theOtterCreektracts e SRR R M R e

forecasts, its financial structure and plans for financing the project.” This will all hkely bc i

. recycled. from previous. filings by the TRR Company ‘None of the TRR Company S S
. forecasts have. proven to be accurate in the past;  and its- fmancrng plans have: never sho> wnooc e
.. ", fruit. At some point, the Board must stop relying on the exceedingly optimistic -+ - ,
ST _,prOJectlons and reports offered by the TRR Company and:¢ commission its own. analysrs Tl

. Thrs type of analysrs should have been done for Tongue Rlver I and ought to.be mcluded'f,: SRR




";y:m the env1ronmenta1 document for Tongue RlVCl' III so the pubhc has an opportumty to o

review and comment omit. =
o ‘Segmentatmn :

c FmaIly, the Board should not be a party to the obv10us segmentatlon of thls entlre pl‘O_]eCt.
. Tongue River III should not be: examined as a- supplement to the previous EISs. For -
- once,and fmally, the Tongue River Railroad needs to be examined i inits entlrety, from
o Miles Clty to Decker in one document The EIS for Tongue River L is nearly 20 years o
~old, and even the: EIS for Tongue River II is nearing staleness. ' We urge the Board to - '
h ﬁbroaden 1ts exammatlon of thIS rallroad and take a close look at the ent1re route o

L

."‘Agam we thank you for the Opportumty t0 comment Please add us to the serv1ce hst for-':‘ s

T' 'thlS docket




