Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E. Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423










January 10, 2008
Re:  
Environmental Filing


Canadian National Railway Co. acquisition of control of the EJ&E West Co.


STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Ms. Johnson-Ball:


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft scope of study for the above-identified matter.   I am a resident of a Village which will be greatly burdened by this acquisition, so I do have several comments regarding the document which I hope may be incorporated into the final version of the required study.

With regard to item 1, in paragraph A, please consider the past history of incidents along the passenger rail line in the Barrington – Barrington Hills – Fox River Grove area when calculating accident probability.   There have been several fatalities due to bus/train; vehicle/train; pedestrian/train and bicyclist/train interactions in the area.  One such example is that in 1995, seven children were killed and twenty-one more were seriously injured during the crash of a train into a school bus at the intersection of Highway 14 and Algonquin Rd.   Many fatal accidents have occurred since that one.   Accidents on the Metra commuter Union Pacific/Northwest line (Chicago to Harvard) are not only indicative of the problems that increased freight train traffic along the E J & E may experience, but such fatal accidents may also directly impact the efficiency of the freight train passage through our area.   This is so because of the intersection of the EJ&E tracks with the commuter line, and due to the fact that when a fatality occurs, trains on the affected commuter line are halted for a period of hours while an investigation takes place.   If trains are halted on the commuter line, it means that the freight lines will be prevented from proceeding as well.   Please therefore require consideration of the historical incidents in our area when calculating probability of future incidents; and also require consideration of the effect of incidents on the commuter line to the proposed flow of freight traffic on the E J & E.

With regard to item 1, in paragraph C, please consider the effect of increased freight traffic on the Metra commuter Union Pacific/Northwest line (Chicago to Harvard).   The STB should require Metra to provide a detailed statement of how their operations will be affected by the EJ & E purchase, rather than simply relying upon CN’s assertions that the increased freight traffic will not lead to commuter rail service disruptions.


With regard to item 2, in paragraph E, please consider the impact upon vehicular traffic by measuring traffic flow during the appropriate commute times.  Even traffic experts tend to underestimate how early the commute begins in our area and how late it ends.   In Barrington Hills, commuting begins at about 5:30 am and ends at about 7:30 pm.   Please require preparation of a plan of mitigation of the effects on vehicular traffic by only allowing freight on the EJ & E line between non-peak commuting weekday hours such as between 11 am and 2 pm.   Please also require provision of a mechanism for monitoring compliance, a mechanism for residents to report freight trains traveling through our area when they should not be, and a mechanism of enforcement.

With regard to item 3, in paragraph A, please require submission of, and review of, the Comprehensive Plan of each community bisected by the EJ & E line. 


With regard to item 3, in paragraph D, please require consideration of the negative effect on property values to the homeowners in the vicinity of the line in question.  


With regard to item 11, please require consideration of and a plan for the effects of natural disasters such as the tornados which plague our area and the possibility of earthquakes due to the proximity of the New Madrid Fault to the E J& E line.  I note that just recently in our state a freight train was blown off the tracks by a tornado. 


Additionally, due to the fact that the increase in freight traffic is in a very populated area of a populated state, which populated area already does not have a sufficient infrastructure for vehicular traffic or adequate alternative system for public transportation, I would like to suggest that the STB require that an in-depth study of the feasibility of at least two alternatives to this plan be undertaken by CN, if it is within the purview of your authority:

  1) a sharing of the freight traffic wherein half continues to go through Chicago and half routes around Chicago on the E J & E and also
 2) creating an alternate route by connecting Minneapolis/St. Paul; Sioux City and Omaha such that freight traffic routes around our highly populated state rather than directly through it.   For freight which must get to Chicago, it can be routed then from Minneapolis, through Kansas City and then back up to Chicago.   Given the extremely high sales price of the project as it has been presented to the STB, and the additionally high cost of mitigation such as elevated crossings at several points etc., it is possible that it will be no more expensive to build an entirely new, and more functional route than the one currently in existence (through Chicago) or that proposed (through the suburbs).

  Thank you for considering my suggested modifications to the draft Scope of Study.








Sincerely,








Elaine M. Ramesh








5 Little Bend Rd.








Barrington Hills, IL 60010 

