GREGORY E. STRONG

Mayor Curtis Menard
Mat Su Borough

350 Dahlia Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645

Deccember 4. 2007
RE: Horseshoe Lake/Little Susitna Watershed
Dear Mayor Menard,

August 2006 was a typical August for Horseshoe Lake residents as it began to rain, and
rain it did for thirty days straight. On September 2, 2006 the water level of the lake had
risen by 18.75 inches. This extreme increase in water level caused docks to become
totally submerged and shoreline crosion appeared imminent. This was a year of
continuous heavy raintall, but it should not be contused with what is commonly referred
to as a “100 year tlood.”

This tlooding occurred with the absence of any man made obstruction between
Horseshoe Lake and the Little Susitna River, which serves as its natural drainage
corridor. The establishment ot a rail bed to support a rail line would be the cquivalent to
the cgnstruction of an carthen dam prohibiting the flow of both surtace and sub surface
water to the Little Susitna River. The Little Susitna River removes water from the
numerous lakes in the immediate arca.

I'he attached Exhibit (A) illustrates the following:
A. The Horseshoe Lake area drains into the Little Susitna River (Drainage), which is
y outlined in RED
B. The LIGHT BLUE arca around Horseshoe Lake(s) indicates that the lakes in and
of themsclves serve as an immediate, yet transitional watershed for the arca
C. The BLACK line reflects the proposed Houston South railroad corridor

The proposed Houston South route biscets the natural drainage ot water into Horseshoe
Lake and the immediate lakes that surround it, as well as their subsequent discharge into
the Little Susitna River. It takes little imagination to consider what an carthen rail bed
would do to watershed drainage in the Horseshoe Lake arca. Depending on the time of
year the water would rise you could potentially witness:

A. The destruction of waterfowl] nests

B. The destruction of salmon and trout spawning beds
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C. Significant shore crosion etfecting the food chain and reproductive waterfowl
and fish habitat

There will be those that may suggest that such ecological disruptions could be avoided by
placing the rail line on an clevated trestle. The difficulty with that suggestion is that the
length of construction of that line would need to be at cast S miles long in order to not
confuse the natural “lakes” drainage into themselves as shown in LIGHT BLUE on the
exhibit. That elevated trestle would be constructed along the well studied Castle
Mountain Fault line. Such a solution seems to be a clear “recipe for disaster™.

Y et others may suggest a series of culverts to allow for the continuous drainage of water
to the West. Granted, on a “good day™ thesc culverts may work. On a “bad day” they may
become dammed with ice, or the numerous dead spruce trees lying on the ground that are
the aftermath of the Big Lake (Miller’s Reach) Fire. Some of these millions of dead trees
could choke oft the flow of water potentially resulting in the ecological destruction
suggested earlier.

The Houston South route contains poor soils, extensive wetlands, is located directly on
top of an active earthquake fault line, and bisects the arca’s 10,000 year old watershed.
These facts are undisputed, hence, let me suggest to you and the numerous additional
parties involved with this discussion that the Houston South should NOT be worthy of
further constderation,
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John Binkley, Alaska Rail Road
Scn. L. Green



Sen. C. Huggins

Rep. M. Neuman

Mayor C. Menard

Mat Su Borough Assembly

Michael Szerlog EPA

Matt LaCroix EPA

Ann Rappaport USFWS

Phil Brna USFWS

Iryin Joy US Army Corps of Engineers
\/S}urface Transportation Board

Brian Lindamood ARRC
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