R ESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Founded 1975

Executive Director
Thaddeus ). Owens
2005-2006 Executive Committee
John T. Shively, President
Rick Rogers, Sr. Vice President
Wendy Lindskoog, Vice President
Thomas Maloney, Secretary
Stephanie Madsen, Treasurer
Patty Bielawski

Allen Bingham

Marilyn Crockett

Steve Denton

lefrey Y. Foley

Carol Fraser

Paul S. Glavinovich

Mark Hanley

Ron McPheters

Richard |. Qwen

Thomas Panamaroff

Lisa M. Parker

Robert B. Stiles

Scott L. Thorson

Andrew Van Chau
Directors

Irene Anderson

Sharon Anderson

Tim Arnold

john A. Barnes

Mark Begich

Jason L. Bergerson

Bruce Botelho

Rhonda Boyles

Frank M. Brown

Al Burch

Patrick Cartes

Richard Cattanach

James L. Cloud

Stephen M. Connelly
Jefiry }. Cook

Bert Cottle

Rabert E. Cox

Paula P, Easley

Stanley T. Foo

Charles }. Greene

John K. Handeland

Karl Hanneman

Steve Hansen

Rick P. Harris

Lawrence L. Hartig
Teresa Imm

Anthony M. I2zo

David A. Jensen

Charles W. johnson
Dianne M. Keller

Frank V. Kelty

Thomas G. Krzewinski
Francis LaChapelle

Jim Lait

Thomas A. Lovas

David L. Matthews
William Harry McDonald
Wiltiam Mclaughlin
james Mery

Jim Palmer

William E. Pierce

Debbie Reinwand
Elizabeth Rensch

Thyes J. Shaub

Lorna Shaw

Kenneth H. Sheffield
Keith N. Silver

Joseph Sprague

Jeanine St. john

Lee Stoops

John L. Sturgeon

|im Taro

Creg Thies

Eric P. Yould

Ex-Officio Members
Governor Frank H. Murkowski
Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Ted Stevens
Congressman Don Young

Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

F- 1863

December 2, 2005

Mr. David Navecky

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Environmental Filing

1925 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: Alaska Railroad Corporation Northern Rail Extension Project
Dear Mr. Navecky:

The Resource Development Council (RDC) is writing to express support
for the extension of the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s mainline track
near Eielson Air Force Base to Fort Greely, 80 miles to the southeast.
The extension would provide support for movement of military
equipment and supplies and enhance economic expansion in an area
with little transportation infrastructure.

RDC is a statewide organization made up of all resource sectors,
business associations, labor unions, Native corporations, tourism
providers, local governments and thousands of individuals. RDC’s
purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and
expand the state’s economic base through the responsible development
of our oil, gas, minerals, forest products and fishery resources.

The purpose of the extension is to provide freight and passenger rail
services that will provide year-round ground access to some of the
largest military training areas in the world, enhancing the readiness of
military units stationed in Alaska and throughout the Pacific. It would
also enable freight movement and facilitate passenger service between
Fairbanks and Fort Greely in support of growing U.S. Army
requirements. An extension of the track to Fort Greely would provide a
rail link to and between all major military installations in Alaska.

Moreover, the extension would provide transportation infrastructure that
would support existing and new mineral and agricultural development in
the area. Common carrier rail service would provide for bulk transport
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of goods developed from these and other industries, including timber. Track extension
would enhance opportunities for economic expansion in a relatively isolated area of the
state with very little transportation infrastructure.

Although a highway links Fairbanks with Fort Greely, this route can be hazardous,
particularly during the long, dark and icy winter months. Train service would facilitate
better choices and meet the transit needs of military personnel and their families, as
well as those working in other sectors.

In concluding, RDC strongly support the Northern Rail Extension Project. This project
is clearly in the best interest of Alaska, its economy and local residents. We appreciate
the opportunity to present comments and look forward to providing additional input in
the future.

Sincerely,

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
for Alaska, Inc.

Carl Portman
Deputy Director



