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Diana Wood, Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street SW

Washington, DC 20423

RE:  STB Finance Docket No. 34836
Draft Environmental Assessment for Arizona Eastern Railway
Construction and Operation, Graham County, Arizona

Dear Ms. Wood:

The Air Quality Division appreciates the opportunity to review the “Draft Environmental Assessment,
Arizona Eastern Railway (AZER) — Construction and Operation — In Graham County,” received February
25, 2008. We understand the proposed railway would provide the Phelps Dodge Mine and Safford
Airport with an alternative to truck shipment of materials, which your estimates projected would result in
reduced air emissions.

Staff of the Air Quality Division previously has reviewed the proposed project that was submitted for a
General Conformity Determination with the Arizona State Implementation Plan in accordance with Clean
Air Act Section 176(c)(1); 58 Federal Register 63214-63259; Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part
51, Subpart W §§ 51.850-51.860; Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 93, Subpart B §§ 93.150-160;
and Arizona Administrative Code R18-2-348 (approved into the Arizona State Implementation Plan April
23, 1999; effective June 22, 1999). The Air Quality Division concluded on July 12,2006 that a General
Conformity Determination was not required because the 12-mile construction site was not ina
Nonattainment or Maintenance area.

Although the Safford area is not in a nonattainment area or maintenance area for any National Ambient
Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) criteria pollutant, approximately 50 miles to the West in portions of Pinal
and Gila Counties, is the Hayden-Miami Nonattainment Area for Particulate Matter (PM). Refer to the
enclosed map. To minimize adverse impacts on public health and welfare, information was provided in
2006 that included practices and procedures that would reduce disturbance of PM during the construction
of the rail line, which may temporarily increase ambient PM levels (A.A.C. R18-2-604 through -607;
R18-2-804).

Particulate matter 10 microns in size and smaller can penetrate the lungs of human beings and animals
and is subject to a to protect public health and welfare. Particulate matter 2.5 microns in size and smaller
is difficult for lungs to expel and has been linked to increases in death rates; heart attacks by disturbing
heart rhythms and increasing plaque and clotting; respiratory infections; asthma attacks and
cardiopulmonary obstructive disease (COPD) aggravation. It is also subject to a NAAQS.
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Artzona Sub v P et
July 1, 2008 to July 1, 2088

by County, Census County Division, Place, and Reservation

2008 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Graham County 873 3827136668 37,084 37441 I 814 35,180
ccp 2510 2,538 2,568 2,503 2820 2,648 2,871
Swift Trall Junction CDP (part) 1,082 1,081 1,101 1,120 1,139 1,157 1,175
Remndr of Bonita-Klondyke CCD 1,448 1,457 1.485 1,473 1,481 1,489 1,498
Pima CCD 4,156 4213 4270 4,325 4,381 4434 4,487
Pima town 2,105 2,125 2,144 2,183 2,182 2,200 2218
Remaider of Pima CCD 2,061 2,088 2126 2,162 2,199 2234 2,269
Safford CCD 24244 24497 24748 24985 25241 25478 25710
Safford city 9,387 2413 2439 9,464 9,489 9,514 9,537
Swift Trail Junction CDP (part) 1,488 1.537 1,577 1817 1,857 1,898 1,733
Thatcher town 4,662 4769 4875 4,979 5,083 5184 5,282
Remainder of Safford CCD 8,608 8,778 8,857 8,934 9,011 9,085 9,157
San Carfos CCD 4,982 5,023 5,082 5149 5,200 5,258 5,312
Peridot CDP (part) 892 892 892 892 892 882 892
Remainder of San Carlos CCD 4,070 4,131 4,190 4,249 4,308 4,364 4,420
Reservation
San Carlos (part) 4,918 4971 5,024 5,078 5,127 5,177 5226
Total Reservation 4,918 4,971 5,024 5,078 5127 6177 5226
Total Non-Reservation 309585 31300 31842 31978 32314 326837 32958

Source. Artzons D of

Secitty,
Seago / DES Population Statistics approved June 6, 2007

FPopulation Statstics Unk, 12/01/08.
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