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BNSF Aband

Introduction

The Burlington North
and dismantle its rail
Industrial Spur. Theﬁ

|

al Resource Investigations along the
mnent of Railroad Line from Hoxie to Walport,
Lawrence County, Arkansas

AHPP Tracking No. 52471
Toby Morrow
9 June 2004

lern and Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) plans to abandon
line from Hoxie to Walport and the Walnut Ridge
otal length of this project is 6.7 miles. Nine previously

recorded archa_bologu
structures are lbcated
cultural resources

hal sites and three previously recorded historic
in the general vicinity of the line. Of these known
ee sites, designated 3IN358, 3IN363 and 3IN364, and

two of the struttures,|LW0037 and LWO0064, are situated adjacent to the

project nght-of-way

e Arkansas Historic Preservation Program (AHPP)

requested that these five cultural resources be located in the field and
marked out relatwe to the railroad right-of-way so that impacts to these areas
can be avmdad durmF the removal of the rail line.

Site records mhin
structure recorts hel
investigation. The fi
on 8 June 2004.

Neither of the two his
Pacific R. R. Depot, ¢
terminus of thé¢ proje:
. area. The Jobnson M

d by the Arkansas Archeologlcal Survey and historic
by the AHPP were copsulted prior to the field

ﬁldwork for this project was conducted by Toby Morrow
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Historic Struétl'lres '
Lton'c structures are extant today. The former Missouri-

ﬁesignated LWO0037, was located near the southern
et corridor. Today the area is a gravel-covered patking
ptor/Travel Court, designated LW0064, was situated

just east of theiraikro
None of the buildin

Archaeologxcﬁl Sntes

The three archheologi
where the railrpad cr{
Ridge. This is the log
is a small prehistotic

d line at the intersection of highways 67B and 412.
remain and the area is now a vacant lot.

ical sites noted above are all clustered near each other
psses Coon Creek about 1.5 miles north of Walnut
ation of Bridge 401.2 (see Figure 1). Each of thess sites
habitation area. At the time of the field examination,




the agrl’éulturaj fields|in the area were all in flooded rice. However, dirt
- aceess roads provided strips of visibility adjacent to the railroad tight-of-

3IN358 was originally recorded as being located just north of Coon Creek in
the field liying to the west of the railroad. This area was in flooded rice and
the field access road 1s built up with imported £ill and stands 50 to 70 cm
higher than the naturg] ground surface. No traces of site 3IN358 were
observable to the west of the railroad line. However, the field road on the
opposite eastern side of the railroad did yield artifacts, indicating the 3IN358
extends to both sides |of the tracks. Three flakes (1 Burlington chert, 1
Crowley’s Ridge cheit, 1 unidentified chert) and one fire-cracked rock of
quartzite were found bn the road surface. The northern site boundary lies 50
m (160 feet) north of|Coon Creek.

L |
3IN363 and 3IN364 are both located to the south of Coon Creek and to the
east of the/railsoad right-of-way. Only a single flake of Ordovician chert was
found on the surface pf the road in the vicinity of 3IN363. On the road
surface in the drea of|3IN364 a total of five artifacts were recovered. These
consist of oneibifa ife mad on a triangular flake of Pitkin chert, three
flakes (1 Burlipgton ¢hert and 2 Crowley’s Ridge chert), and a piece of
thermally shatfered chert. Sites 31N 363 and 3IN364 are located adjacent to
each other andi the sojrthern limit of 3IN364 lies 100 m (320 feet) south of
Coon Creek. -

Conclusion _
The two historic strugtyres on record adjacent to the railroad line (LW0037
and LW0064) ng longer exist and will not be impacted by the planned
abandonment. The diree archaeological sites (3LW358, 3LW363 and

3L W364) are ¢lustered near the mailroad crossing of Coon Creek at Bridge
401.2. These three sifes can be avoided by confining dismantling activities to
the railroad line itself over an area 320 feet south and 160 feet noth of the
bridge. The bonmdarigs of these three sites have been marked with pin flags
and, stakes adjdcent to the railroad right-of-way.
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