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Thomas F. McFarland, Esq.
208 South LaSalle Street — Suite 1890
Chicago, Illinois 60604-1112

Re:  Comments on a draft Environmental and Historic Report for Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment and Discontinuance of Service Exemption by BNSF Railway Company and
Minnesota Commercial Railway Company - Ramsey County, anesota
AB-6 (Sub-No. 429X) and AB-882 (Sub-No. 1X)

Dear Mr. McFarland:

The U.S. Environmental Protecti_on Agency has reviewed the above-mentioned draft Environmental
-and Historic Report (Report) notifying relevant parties that a petition for authority to abandon and
discontinue service on 0.67 miles of rail line between Milepost No. 7.19 and Milepost

No.-6.52 in Ramsey County, Minnesota will be filed with the Surface Transportation Board (STB)
on or.about July 11, 2005. Our comments in this letter are provided pursuant to the National-
Environmental Pol1cy Act (NEPA), the Counc1l on Environmental Quahty s NEPA Implementmg
Regulat1ons (40 CFR 1500-1508), and- Sect1on 309 of the Clean Air Act - .

BNSF Rallway Company and anesota Commer01al Rallway Company 1ntend to abandon thlS
section of rail line in conjunction with a county road reallgnment project.  Frack materials will be
sold for salvage crossties will be d1sposed of at a statc-l1censed,d1sposal faclhty, ballast will remain
in place and the right- of-way (ROW) will. be convertcd toa recreat.lonal trail. - . g
We feel the followmg 1ssue sho*qld be addressed 1n greater detall 1n the Report to be ﬁled w1th the

- STB during July, 2005:

> Attached to the Report was a copy of the National Wetlands Inventory Map (NWIMap)...

covering the area of the sub_]ect rail line (Appendix 7). A small- portion of a wetland in the
‘northwest corner of the ROW is shown on the NWL Map. ‘We feel salvage operations at this
location should be dlscussed In partlcular We, suggest removal of track materials-should be
accompllshed using the. ROW for access;-along with.existing pubhc and private: crossings. We
recommend silt fencing be placed adj acent to the subject wetland prior to removal activities to

- provide proper erosion control. ‘In addition, areas of disturbed soil should be restored to original

. grade and reseeded 1mmed1ately with a native species mix of wetland plants approved by the
.Natu.ral Resources'C ’nservatlon Serv1ce Long term benefits of this .mitigation activity go
beyond stormwater and soil protect1on to include development of habitat for w1ldl1fe improved
aesthet1cs for the future recreational trail, and decreased erosion. ~
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_ .~-.-hes1tate to contact me or Kathleen Kowal of my staff at (3 12) 353 5206

* Kenneth A. Westlake, Chief -~
~ NEPA Implementation Section ° .

Smcer_ely,

" i

Office of Science, Ecosystems, and Communities

cc: David Navecky, Surface Transportation Board




