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PORT MAC RAIL EXTENTION PROJECT…. PERSONEL CONCERNS. 
I am in favor of a rail extension to Port Mackenzie BUT only if it is in the best interest of the State and the people of Alaska.  As Agrium announced on March 13th that they are no longer pursuing a coal gasification plant, I question the economic benefit of the rail extension at this time.  Until the project can be shown to be cost effective, this project should be placed on hold.
 
In the preliminary environmental and alternate report done by Tryck, Nyman and Hayes in section 4-4 there is a reference to my property, the Kucera Private airstrip.  The report states that due to the conflict between the railroad and the runway, the runway would have to be relocated or closed.  NEITHER OPTION IS OK WITH ME.
 
This gravel airstrip was built many years ago and was approved by the FAA and assigned a traffic pattern in January 2002.  It is approx 1260 ft long at the north end of West Lake. The people on the west side of West Lake have permission to use this runway and to park their planes and use the boat ramp to access their properties, as they have no road access.  This runway is the community emergency escape route in case of fire. This runway was used during the 1996 Miller Reach fires for evacuation of people to save lives. It has also been used for medical emergencies on numerous occasions.  This runway is the primary access for the family’s living at the airpark who commute to and from Anchorage. If this runway is closed it will have significant impact on the residence of the airpark.  As it is not cost or time effective to commute to Anchorage by road and they would all have to relocate. This runway is the primary access to the property.  If the runway is closed it will destroy the value of the property.  I was very careful to verify that all easements and airspace had been approved by the FAA prior to purchasing the property. The assigned airspace and runway is noted on FAA charts.   
 
All lots have runway access and Lake access. There is a 5000 ft FAA approved seaplane runway on Westlake.  At present there is approx 16 acres that is divided into 4 parcels.   My wife and I had been in the market for property with a land runway and water runway for 3 years. That was the primary requirements for us purchasing property in this area.  Having the land runway is necessary for our occupation as well as our safety. 
I never received notification of the public meetings that were scheduled dealing with this potential rail extension, nor did the seller of the property.  I was notified of the public hearings by a neighbor on approx. the 16th of Sept.
I attended several of the public meetings on this issue and voiced my comments and concerns. I indicated my runway on the maps available at the public hearings, and was assured they could realign the railroad around the runway and the approach, that these were just tentative proposals on the maps, and that they were just gathering all of the information from the landowners in the area. 
 
After attending several of the public meetings done by the MatSu Borough, and reading over four ream of public report, reviewing all the matrix overlays,  reading all the public letters and comments submitted, it still appears that the best route for the railroad extension is the route to the west.  This route makes the most sense and impacts the least private land and will have the least impact with noise pollution, safety, property values, along with not disturbing the quality of life enjoyed by all the residents of the Big Lake area 
To date I have not been contacted by anyone from the Borough notifying me that my airpark and home is in the pathway of potential construction. .
If the Houston south is the only option, I strongly urge you to consider the “no action alternative” as required by NEPA.
 
I am also concerned about the Animal habitat along the Houston route. With the 1996 fire and the burning of all the old growth, the tinder birch trees and shrubs make the perfect location for large amounts of moose.  I have between 4 and 35 moose on my 16 acres at any given time. 
We have nesting Loons on West Lake that are disturbed by noise and vibrations. We have breeding and nesting Swans on the unnamed lake to the south west of our property where the train corridor is proposed to go between Muleshoe lake and this unnamed lake. 
And the train corridor is proposed to take out a large section of the historic Muleshoe Trail. 
 
Most of the land that is proposed to cross on both Houston routes is swamp, requiring a lot more digging out and filling than the west route to Willow. 
 
The Houston South corridor runs parallel to the Castle Mountain fault, which makes no logical sense.  This fault is still a very active fault that has the capability of producing a 7.2 quake. With the cutting of the earth near a surface fault, this will likely cause the next quake to be more severe to the train tracks as well as the surrounding structures. 
I went through the 1964 quake in Anchorage; we had substantial damage to our home and business. I know from personal experience what a quake can do. And the Anchorage quake epicenter was 100 miles away. You are talking about putting a rail bead within the 3 kilometer active perimeter of the fault for an extended distance.
The Big Lake area is one of the fastest developing recreation, and residential areas in Alaska, with boating, fishing, snow machining, dog sledding and xx country skiing.
A railroad to the west is the only sensible answer.  This rail bed needs to have adequate crossing tunnels or on-grade crossings to accommodate recreation traffic. 
Respectfully

Kenneth Whedbee
