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State Historic Preservation Office

December 18, 2008

Ms. Victoria Rutsen

Federal Preservation Officer
Surface Transportation Board
Section of Environmental Analysis
395 E. Street SW, Room 1106
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: STB Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No. 4X)
Minnesota Northern Railroad, Abandon a 19.2 mile portion of Perley Subdivision
Between milepost 40.2 at the north end .of the Marsh River Bndge south of Shelly and
end of track at milepost 21.0 at or near Perley
Norman County
SHPO Number: 2008-2854

Dear Ms. Rutsen:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State.Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFR800). ’

In response to the initial review submittal from Mr. Thomas F. McFarland, we commented on 29 August
2008 that, while the submittal discussed the National Register eligibility of the bridges on the rall line, the
significance of the rail line itself was not addressed

Mr. McFarland’s response includes information on the history of the line, and concludes that the Shelly- .
Perley segment is of minimal significance. The Shelly-Perley segment includes part of the Minnesota and
Dakaota Northern Railroad Company’s 1883 line from Moorhead to Halstad, and part of the St. Paul
Minneapolis and Manitoba’'s 1896 line from Halstad to. Redland (Crookston). Based on information we
have reviewed, it does not appear that these two lines meet National Register criteria. Therefore, we
conclude that no properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places will be
affected by this undertaking. : :

Contact us at 651-259-3456 with questions or concerns.

Sincerely, _ |
Mi M -

Britta L. Bloomberg _

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

cc Thomas F. McFarland
Tom Cinadr, SHPO
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