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Catherine Glidden

Surface Transportation Board

Case Control Unit

Washington DC, 20423

Re: 
Docket No. AB-32 (sub-No.99X) and AB-355 (Sub-No.33X), B&M Rail Abandonment in Somerville, MA

To the STB:

Thank you for processing this abandonment application, one step on the conversion of this unused rail corridor to a rail-trail and City linear park for Somerville.

The Somerville Bicycle Committee supports this legal abandonment process but requests that you remove or rephrase the paragraph on page 3 that ends with: “to ensure that Mass DEP’s concerns are addressed ….Boston & Maine, solely responsible for … prior to commencement of salvage activities”. 

The reason for our request is that the applicant (Boston and Maine, aka Springfield Terminal, aka PanAm Railways, aka Guilford) does not own this ROW or the tracks and ties. Therefore, the MBTA (the owner) and the City of Somerville (the proposed leasee) will have no influence over the applicants salvage activities and this may impede development of the rail-trail/park. The MBTA and/or the City will be conducting salvage operations and like any owner/operators are responsible for adhering to the MassDEP regulations if any contamination is found. Therefore this recommendation concerning salvaging is not even needed. However, if you feel it must be included, then please have the recommendation refer generically to whomever is conducting the salvage operations rather than Boston & Maine or anyone specifically.

Thank you very much,

Alan Moore

Chair, Somerville Bicycle Committee

CC: 
John Curtin, PanAm Railways


Daniel A. Grabauskas, General Manager, MBTA
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