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EXPEDITED HANDLING REQUESTED

Deai Acting Secietaiy Qumlan

On November 20, 2007, the Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc ( 'MMRR'') filed a
Nonce of Exemption to abandon a 3 3 5 -mile lai l line in Muskcgon, Ml between milepost
191 40 and milepost 194 75. the end of the line, in Muskcgon County, Ml (the *'Lme")
By decision scivcd on Dcccmhci 10, 2007, ilic Surface Tianspoiiaiion Boaid (the
"Boaid" I published the Notice By decision scivcd Januaiy 8. 2008, Ihc Boaid leqimed
MMRR to "i eta in its inteiesl in and take no steps to alter the hi stone mtegnty ut all
histonc piopcitics, including sites, buildings, sliucluies, and objects within the piojcct
nght-of-way (the aicaof potential effect) that aie eligible fui Listing 01 aic listed in the
National Rcgisici until the section 106 piocess of the NHPA has been completed, and
icport back to SLA icgaiding any consultations with the SI IPO and the public MMRR
may not file its con^uinmation notice ur initiate any salvage activities iclatcd to
abandonment (including lemoval ot tiacks and ties) until the section 106 piocess has
been completed and the lioaid hu& icmoved ihis condition." Mid-Michigan RailnwI.
Inc —AbantiitnmfM Exemption — in Mmkrgtm Cnunly. Ml, STB Docket No AB-364
(Sub-No 13X) (SIB scived Januaiy 8, 2008), at 2 (the "Deci&ion")

MMRR. has completed its consulUition with the Michigan Oepaitmcnt of Hisloiy,
Aits and Kibianes, and received the enclosed Icttei indicating that "no histoiic pioperties
are affected " As a lesult ot this successful consultation, MMRR lespecttully leq nests
the Boaid to remove the histonc condition imposed in oidcnng paiagiaph 2 of the

-so that MMRR may move loiwaid with the salvage and disposition of the Line

MMRU requests expedited hundling of this icquest foi the following icasons
(1) abandonment will allow MMRR to sell a parcel to the Michigan Dcpaitmcnt of
lianspoitationso it can avoid the cost of building a budge as pat tot a highway pioject.
(2) MMRR wil l be able to salvage the steel in the Line and sell it at histoncally high
pi ices, and (3) MMRR will be able to se:l land paicels to adjacent owncis who arc
anxious to aiqune (he piopeiiy
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MMRR lit etiling tins letlci Tliank you foi youi assistance It you have any
questions please call or email me

Smcerdv.yours,

ms F Cntomei
Attuiney tbi Mid-Michigan Raihuad, luc

F.ncU Allies
Cc Parties of Recoid
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DIANA WOOD
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
395 E STREET SW SUITE 1 100
WASHINGTON DC 20423

RE ER-99-392 STB Ducket No AB-364 (Sub-No 13X), Muskegon County (STB)

Dear Mr Brady

Under the authority of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of I960, as amended, we have
reviewed the above-cited undertaking at the location noted above Based on the information provided for our
review, it is the opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) that no historic properties are affected
within the aiea of potential effects oHhis undertaking.

The view;, of the public aie essential to informed decision making in the Section 106 process Fcdeial Agency
Officials or their delegated authorities must plan to involve the public in a manner that reflects the nature and
complexity of the undertaking, its effects on historic properties and other provisions per 36 CFR § 800 2(d) We
remind you that Federal Agency Officials or their delegated authorities arc required to consult with the appropriate
Indian tribe and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) when the undertaking may occur on or affect any
historic properties on tribal lands In alt cases, whether the project occurs on tnbal lands or not, Federal Agency
Officials or their delegated authorities arc also required to make a reasonable and good faith effort to identify any
Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations that might attach religious and cultural significance to historic
properties in the area of potential effects and invite them to be consulting parlies per 36 CFR § 800 2(c-f)

Tins letter evidences the STB's compliance with 36 CFR § 800 4 "Identification of historic properties", and Uie
fulfillment of the STB's responsibility to notify the SHPO, as a consulting party in the Section 106 process, under
36 CFR g 800 4(d)(l) "No historic properties affected"

The State Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for this undertaking You are therefore asked to
maintain st copy of this letter with your environmental review record for this undertaking If the scope of work
changes in any way, or if artifacts or bones arc discovered, please notify this office immediately

If you have any questions, please contact Brian Grennell, Environmental Review Specialist, at (517) 335-2721 or by
email at ER@michigan gov Please reference our project number In all communication with this office
regarding this undertaking Thank you for this opportunity to leview and comment, and for your cooperation

Sincere

Brian D Conway
State Historic Preservati
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